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even by a friend as sympathetic and discerning as
J. B. Mozley. " The fate of the Guardian'' he
writes to his sister, " is, I am afraid, sealed. The
circulation keeps obstinately stationary, and B.
[Bernard, one of the founders of the journal] has
given his decided opinion that, after notice given,
it must be dropped." l An article by young
Church, however, saved the situation. Oddly
enough, it was not a religious but a scientific article.
" The journal which had been started to sustain a
Church revival was saved from an early death by
its appreciation of physical science." As early
as March of that year Church had written an
article on the controversy which broke out after
the publication of the Vestiges of Creation* which
had won the commendation of Sir Richard Owen.
A second article from the same pen a few months
later, describing the method and character of Le
Verrier's discovery of the planet Neptune, drew a
grateful letter from the great astronomer himself.
cc At last" Church writes to Mozley, " we have
got quoted in a morning paper, the Daily News.,
by help of Le Verrier's letter. We may be caught
out in some c floor,' but if we are not, I shall be
very proud of the planet all my life long." 3

1  Letters of the Rev. J. B. Mozley, p. 178.

2  The article is reprinted in Occasional Papers, vol. i, p. 53.

3  See an article in the Jubilee number of the Guardian., January